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PUBLIC HEARING

TOWN OF DAVIE
TOWN COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

TO: Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM/PHONE: David Quigley, AICP, Planning and Zoning Manager/(954) 797-
1103

PREPARED BY: David Abramson, Deputy Planning and Zoning Manager

SUBJECT: Special Permit

AFFECTED DISTRICT: 1

ITEM REQUEST: Schedule for Council Meeting

TITLE OF AGENDA ITEM:  SPECIAL PERMIT - SE 8-1-09, Psychic Shop and 
Gifts, 4252 Davie Road (RAC-TC)  (to allow astrology and other fortune telling 
activities) Planning and Zoning Board recommended approval

REPORT IN BRIEF: The petitioner is requesting the approval of a special permit to 
allow astrology and other fortune telling activities in accordance with the Town of 
Davie’s Land Development Code.

PREVIOUS ACTIONS:  n/a

CONCURRENCES: At the September 14, 2009 CRA Board, the board decided it would 
not be proper to comment as they do not have jurisdiction and because this is already a 
matter of litigation between the proposed tenant of this building the Town of Davie.

At the September 23, 2009 Planning & Zoning Board meeting, Mr. Jacob made a motion, 
seconded by Vice-Chair Busey, to approve.  In a roll call vote, the vote was as follows:  
Chair Turin – yes; Vice-Chair Busey – yes; Mr. DeArmas – yes; Mr. Farkas – yes; Mr. 
Jacob – yes.  (Motion carried 5-0)

FISCAL IMPACT:  not applicable

Has request been budgeted?  n/a



RECOMMENDATION(S):  Other - Staff finds the application complete and suitable 
for transmittal to the Town Council for further consideration.

Attachment(s): Planning Report



Application: SE 8-1-09/09-100/Psychic Shop and Gifts
Original Report Date: 9/15/09

Revision(s): 9/25/09
TOWN OF DAVIE

Planning & Zoning Division 
Staff Report and Recommendation

Applicant Information

Owner:
Name: Goodson Ingle Building, Corp. /

Douglas and Dina Johnson
Address: 2824 Davie Road 
City: Davie, Florida 33314
Phone: (954) 797-6797

Petitioner:
Name: Donnie Eli
Address: 1319 Seminole Drive
City: Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33304
Phone: (954) 410-6744

Background Information

Date of Notification: September 16, 2009 N u m b e r  of 
Notifications: 764

Application Request: Special Permit to allow astrology and other fortune telling 
activities in accordance with Town of Davie Code of 
Ordinance, Land Development Code Section 12-503 
Definitions

Address: 4252 Davie Road

Location: Generally located east of Davie Road and north of Orange 
Drive

Future Land Use 

Plan Map Designation: Regional Activity Center (RAC) 

Zoning: RAC-TC (Regional Activity Center – Town Center 
District)

Existing Use: Freestanding building

Net Parcel Size: Approximately 6,668 square feet (.15 acres)



Proposed Use: Fortune Telling / Astrology

Surrounding Land
Surrounding Uses: Use Plan Map 

Designations:
North: Commercial building Regional Activity 
Center (RAC)
South: Vacant Parcel Regional Activity 

Center (RAC)
East: Commercial building Regional Activity 
Center (RAC)
West: Vacant Parcel Regional Activity 
Center (RAC)



Surrounding Zoning:
North: RAC-TC (Regional Activity Center – Town Center District)
South: RAC-TC (Regional Activity Center – Town Center District)
East: RAC-TC (Regional Activity Center – Town Center District)
West: RAC-TC (Regional Activity Center – Town Center District)

Zoning History

Related Zoning History:  
On September 17, 1997, the Town of Davie Council approved the Regional Activity 
Center Future Land Use Classification for the area including the subject site.  

On February 6, 2008, the Town of Davie adopted zoning and other land development 
regulations as part of the implementation of the Regional Activity Center Future Land 
Use Designation. Consequently; as a result, the subject site was rezoned from B-2, 
Community Business District to RAC-TC, Regional Activity Center – Town Center 
District.

Applicable Codes and Ordinances

The effective Code of Ordinances governing this project is the Town of Davie Land 
Development Code.

Town of Davie, Code of Ordinances, Chapter 12, §12-308: Review for special permits.

Town of Davie, Code of Ordinances, Chapter 12, §12-35: Special uses are those uses 
which have some special impact or uniqueness such that their effect on the surrounding 
environment cannot be determined in advance of the use being proposed for a particular 
location. A request for such use shall take the form of an application for special permit, 
processed in accordance with the regulations contained in Article X.

Town of Davie, Code of Ordinances, Chapter 12, §12-32.506, (D) Davie Town Center 
District, (2) District Intent and Character: Located in the southern portion of the RAC, 
this district is also known as Downtown Davie, and is located within the Community 
Redevelopment Area. A portion of the RAC-TC District is governed by the Western 
Theme Overlay District Development Manual architectural and signage standards, which 
in the case of conflict take precedence over the architectural and signage standards and 
guidelines of this Division within Western Theme Overlay District. The district's focus 
will be on-street life and the civic center of the town. Town Hall and the Rodeo Grounds 
will anchor the area west of Davie Road. East of Davie Road, the area will be allowed to 
develop organically, with few constraints as to the location of use types, as a true mixed-
use neighborhood including retail, office, service, lodging, and residential uses. These 
uses may occur in any compatible combination that complies with standards and 
regulations of this Division. Town Hall and Rodeo Grounds improvements, as well as a 
renewed commitment to the street will drive redevelopment renewed vibrancy in this 
district.



Town of Davie, Code of Ordinances, Chapter 12, §12-503 Definitions - Personal 
services: Any business activity of a personal nature, provided to the general public. 
Personal services may include barbershops, beauty salons, dry cleaning pick-up service, 
seamstress, shoe repair, tailor, and other similar uses. Astrologists and other fortune 
telling activities may be permitted by special permit issued pursuant to Article X.



Comprehensive Plan Considerations

Planning Area: The subject property is within Planning Area 8; This Planning area 
includes land located south of Nova Drive and north of Griffin Road, and west of the 
Florida Turnpike and east of University Drive. This planning Area is the heart of Davie, 
and is the most diverse, characterized by older, small scale commercial development, 
older single family residential neighborhoods, and newer, large scale multi-family 
residential developments that serve the rapidly growing South Florida Education Center 
(SFEC).  The SFEC includes Nova Southeastern University, Florida Atlantic University, 
Broward Community College, Florida International University, McFather Vocational 
School, among others.  The planning area also encompasses the downtown Davie 
Business District.

Broward County Land Use Plan:  The proposed plat is in Flexibility Zone 98. 

Applicable Goals, Objectives & Policies:  
Future Land Use Element, Objective 17, Policy 17-1:  Lands designated for non-
residential use shall be located in a manner, which facilitates development, but does not 
adversely impact existing and designated residential areas.

Future Land Use Plan, Objective 17, Policy 17-3:  Each development proposal shall be 
reviewed with respect to its compatibility with adjacent existing and planned uses.

Application Details 

The petitioner is requesting the use of astrology and other fortune telling activities in 
accordance with the Town of Davie’s Land Development Code.

Public Participation 

The public participation process provides the ability for citizens of the Town of Davie to 
actively participate in the Town’s development procedures.  The petitioner conducted 
meetings with the public at the Town of Davie Community Room on September 8 and 
September 15, 2009. Attached is the petitioner’s Citizen Participation Report.

Staff Analysis

Staff finds that the requested use (astrology and other fortune telling activities) is
considered by the Town’s Code of Ordinance as a “Personal Services.” According to the 
Town’s table of permitted uses, “Personal Services” are permitted within the RAC-TC, 
Regional Activity Center – Town Center District. Additionally, per the Town’s code 
definition of “Personal Services,” the requested use may be permitted by special permit 
issued pursuant to Article X.

The following information is staff’s analysis (italic font) based on the criteria established 
in the Town of Davie Land Development Code, Section 12-308(A) (1) (a) for special 



permits applications based upon its consideration of, where applicable, whether or not the 
proposed special permit:

(i) Is contrary to the adopted Comprehensive Plan, as amended, or any element or 
portion thereof; 

The requested use is considered commercial and is categorized as a “Personal 
Services.” Presently, commercial uses are appropriate and suitable under the Town’s 
adopted Comprehensive Plan for the Regional Activity Center (RAC).



(ii) Will create an unrelated and incompatible adjacent use;

The Regional Activity Center (RAC) encourages a true mixed-use neighborhood uses 
including retail, office, service, lodging, and residential uses. The proposed use will pose 
no incompatibilities with existing and future surrounding mixed-use properties. 

(iii) Will adversely affect living conditions in the neighborhood or the Town;

The requested use will have no adverse impacts on living conditions in the neighborhood 
or in the Town as the surrounding occupancies are commercial.

(iv) Will create or excessively increase automobile and vehicular traffic congestion or 
otherwise affect public safety;

The requested use will not excessively increase vehicular traffic congestion. Anticipated 
uses around the subject property are commercial; therefore no traffic increases will be 
created.

(v) Will adversely affect surrounding property values; 

The requested use is consistent with the existing zoning of RAC-TC (Regional Activity 
Center – Town Center District) and should have minimal impact on surrounding property 
values.

(vi) Will be a deterrent to the improvement or development of other property in 
accord with existing regulations;

The requested use is a commercial and would not deter any of the surrounding property 
owners from developing or improving their properties. Additionally, the surrounding 
properties will not be negatively impacted visually by the requested use; any 
improvements to the existing building or property must adhere to the Town’s western 
theme design manual. 

(vii) Will constitute a grant of special privilege to an individual owner as contrasted 
with the welfare of the general public.

The requested use is not a grant of special privilege; individuals may follow the same 
code procedures requesting Town Council to determine if use is in contrast with the 
welfare of the general public.

Staff Recommendation

Staff finds the subject application complete and suitable for transmittal to the Planning 
and Zoning Board and Town Council for further consideration. 

CRA Board Recommendation



At the September 14, 2009 CRA Board, the board decided it would not be proper to 
comment as they do not have jurisdiction and because this is already a matter of litigation 
between the proposed tenant of this building the Town of Davie.

Planning and Zoning Board Recommendation

At the September 23, 2009 Planning & Zoning Board meeting, Mr. Jacob made a motion, 
seconded by Vice-Chair Busey, to approve.  In a roll call vote, the vote was as follows:  
Chair Turin – yes; Vice-Chair Busey – yes; Mr. DeArmas – yes; Mr. Farkas – yes; Mr. 
Jacob – yes.  (Motion carried 5-0)



Town Council Motion

Exhibits
1. Justification Letter
2.  1,000’ Mail-out Radius Map
3.  1,000’ Mail-out
4. Public Participation Notice
5. Public Participation Sign-in Sheet
6. Public Participation Summaries
7.  Future Land Use Plan Map
8. Zoning Map

Prepared by: _____
Reviewed by: _____

File Location: P&Z\0_Dev Review\Development Applications\Applications\SE_Special Permit\SE_09\SE 8-1-09 
Psychic Shop & Gifts
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